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M O N A S T I C  B U D D H I S T  

A C A D E M I E S  

Places of Study, Practice and the Transmission of the Dharma 

 

 

Not every Buddhist institution is designed primarily for public worship, 

pilgrimage or tourism. 

Some are created specifically for Buddhist education and monastic training. 

These institutions – often described as Monastic Buddhist Academies – provide structured 

environments where monks, nuns and Buddhist students can study scripture, philosophy, meditation, 

ethics and monastic discipline while living within a Buddhist community. 

They are places where Buddhism is not only learned intellectually, but 

practised as a way of life. 
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I  

M O R E  T H A N  A  T E M P L E  

 
 

 A conventional public temple may welcome worshippers, pilgrims and 

visitors throughout the day. A Monastic Buddhist Academy has a 

different emphasis. 

Its primary purpose is education and spiritual formation. 

Students may spend years studying Buddhist texts, history and 

philosophy while also following a disciplined daily routine of 

meditation, chanting, ethical practice, communal responsibilities and 

religious observance. 

This creates an environment where: 

◆ study and practice develop together 

◆ students learn directly from monastic teachers 

◆ Buddhist discipline becomes part of everyday life 

◆ knowledge is preserved and passed to the next generation 

I I  

T H E  T R A D I T I O N  O F  B U D D H I S T  
E D U C A T I O N  

 

 
Buddhist academies continue a long tradition of organised religious education in China. 

For centuries, monasteries have served not only as places of worship, but also as centres of scholarship, 

translation, meditation and teacher training. Modern Buddhist academies continue this role in a more 

formal educational setting. 

One important example is the Buddhist Academy of China, whose Fenghuangling Campus in Beijing 

was developed as a specialist environment for Buddhist higher education and monastic training. 

Other examples of formal Buddhist educational institutions in China include the Minnan Buddhist 

Academy, the Mount Putuo Buddhist Academy, and Buddhist academy programmes associated with 

major monastic communities such as Qixia Mountain. 
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I I I  

A  D I F F E R E N T  K I N D  O F  B U D D H I S T  
S P A C E  

Monastic Buddhist Academies are generally quieter and more structured than temples centred on 

large numbers of public visitors. 

Their spaces may include: 

◆ classrooms and lecture halls 

◆ libraries and research rooms 

◆ meditation and chanting halls 

◆ residential quarters 

◆ communal dining facilities 

◆ courtyards and contemplative gardens 

◆ areas for monastic training and religious 

practice 

 
The purpose of the environment is to support concentration, discipline and long-term learning. 

 
 

 

 
 

I V  

P R E S E R V I N G  T H E  D H A R M A  
T H R O U G H  E D U C A T I O N  

Temples preserve Buddhist architecture, sacred objects and ritual 

traditions. Academies preserve something equally important: 

understanding. 

Through study, practice and disciplined community life, students 

learn how Buddhist teachings can be interpreted, practised and 

eventually taught to others. 

A student receives the Dharma from a teacher. Through practice, 

that knowledge deepens. In time, it may be passed forward again. 
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S T U D Y   ◆   P R A C T I C E   ◆   D I S C I P L I N E   ◆   T R A N S M I S S I O N  

The Dharma continues because each generation is willing to learn it, live it and pass it 
on. 
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