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B U D D H I S T  C A C H E   ·   C O M P A S S I O N  I N  A C T I O N  

Buddhism expressed through 
generosity, service and community 
support  

 

Buddhist practice is not confined to temples, meditation halls or 

the study of scripture. 

At its heart, Buddhism asks us to recognise suffering, respond with compassion, and support one 

another with generosity and care. 

When communities in Nepal were affected by severe flooding, the response of the Buddhist community 

was therefore more than humanitarian assistance. It was an expression of practice itself. 

Monastics, volunteers, donors and supporters came together to provide food and essential supplies to 

families facing hardship. Each bag of rice carried, each journey made, and each contribution offered 

became part of a shared practice of compassion. 
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FROM TEACHING TO ACTION 

The Buddhist path teaches that wisdom and compassion must be lived. 

Study helps us understand suffering. Meditation develops awareness and compassion. Generosity 

teaches us to loosen attachment and place the wellbeing of others alongside our own. 

 

But these qualities become most meaningful when they are carried into everyday life. 

Supporting people during times of crisis is one of the clearest ways Buddhist values can become action. 

 

In this way, disaster relief is not separate from spiritual 

practice. It is spiritual practice. 
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THE PRACTICE OF GIVING 

Generosity is one of the foundations of Buddhist life. 

Giving may take many forms - food, resources, time, physical effort, encouragement or simply being 

present for someone experiencing difficulty. 

 

 

 
 
Its value does not depend only on the size of the gift. What matters is the intention behind it: the 

willingness to respond to another person's need with an open heart. 

Through giving, the distance between "self" and "other" becomes smaller. Community becomes stronger. 

Compassion becomes visible. 

A SANGHA BEYOND THE TEMPLE 

The Buddhist Sangha is more than a community that gathers for teachings and ceremonies. 

It is a community of mutual responsibility. 

In times of difficulty, the principles cultivated through Buddhist practice naturally extend outward - from 

the individual, to the family, to the wider community. 

Following the flooding in Nepal, monastics and supporters worked together to organise, transport and 

distribute essential supplies. 

 

 

■ Some offered financial support. 

■ Some organised the relief effort. 

■ Some transported food. 

■ Some carried heavy supplies across difficult terrain. 

■ Some stood alongside the communities receiving 

assistance. 
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Different people contributed in different ways, but all were participating in the same practice. 

COMPASSION REQUIRES PARTICIPATION 

Buddhist compassion is not simply feeling sympathy for suffering. 

It asks a further question: What can I do to help? 

The Bodhisattva ideal places this question at the centre of spiritual life. Rather than seeking wellbeing 

only for oneself, the practitioner develops the aspiration to contribute to the wellbeing of others. 

 

 

 
 
During a disaster, this principle becomes very practical. A meal matters. A bag of rice matters. A helping 

hand matters. A community that refuses to turn away from suffering matters. 

INTERDEPENDENCE IN ACTION 

Buddhism teaches that our lives are deeply interconnected. None of us exists entirely independently of 

others. 

We depend upon families, communities, farmers, teachers, workers, nature and countless conditions 

that support our lives every day. 

In a crisis, this interdependence becomes especially visible. 
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The relief effort in Nepal brought together donors, monastics, volunteers and local communities in a 

shared act of support. 

 

One person gives. Another transports. Another carries. Another distributes. Another receives. And 

through that process, a community of compassion is formed. 

BRINGING BUDDHISM INTO THE WORLD 

A temple provides a place to study. Scripture provides teachings. Meditation develops the mind. But 

Buddhist practice ultimately asks how these teachings shape the way we live. 

To care for others during hardship is one answer. To give when there is need is another. To work 

together rather than remain indifferent is another. 

When suffering appears, compassion should respond. 
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Through generosity, service and community support, Buddhist teachings move beyond words and 

become something that can be experienced directly in the lives of others. 

 

 F E A T U R E D  

Bodhisattva Vihara 

International Bodhisattva Sangha 

Nepal Community Relief Programme 

May all actions of generosity and compassion contribute to the relief of suffering and the 
wellbeing of all beings. 
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